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publication. Insofar as any provision of this section is inconsistent with the
provisions of section 393.07,.the provisions of that section shall prevail

Sec. 2. EXEMPTIONS.,

in St Louis county the county commissioners and the department head
salaries s shall be published l_)x name, title and toial amount of compensation
received @ t_llg_ year being listed.

Approved May 29, 198]

CHAPTER 321 — 5.F.No. 804

An act refating to motor vehicles; providing for the re-registration of certain
motor vehicles and combinations of vehicles; defining gross vehicie weight; exempting
certain vehicles from certain weight limitations: cstablishing gross weight limitations on
certain highways for certain motor vehicles and combinations of vehicles; providing
exceptions to certain gross weight limitations: providing for the designation and undesig-
nation of certain routes; providing for the weighing of certain vehicles and combinations
of vchicles and the enforcement of weight limitations; aliowing the use of certain
documents as relevant evidence of exceeding vehicle weight limits, and providing
exceptions; requining record keeping for shipments loaded or unloaded, and providing
exceptions; imposing civil and criminal penalties; amending Minnesota Statates 1980,
Sections 168.013, Subdivision 3; 169.01, Subdivision 46; 169.03, Subdivision 6; 169.832,
Subdivision [1; 169.85; 169.851; 169.86, Subdivision la; 169.87, Subdivision 2; 169.871:
169.872; proposing new faw coded in Minnesota Statulcs, Chapter 169; repealing
Minnesota Statutes 1980, Sections 169.83; 169.832, Subdivisions 1. 2, 3,4.’5,6, 7. 8,9, 10
and 12; and 169.834. )

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 168.013, Subdivision 3, is
amended to read:

Subd. 3. APPLICATION; GANCELATION CANCELLATION; EX-
CESSIVE GROSS WEIGHTS FORBIDDEN. The applicant for all licenses
based on gross weight shall state in writing upon oath, ameng ether things: the
unloaded weight of such the motor vehicle es, trailer or semi-trailer and the
maximum load the appllcant proposes Lo carry ‘thereon, the sum of which shall
constitute the gross weight upon which the license tax shall be paid, but in no
case shall the declared gross weight upon which the 1ax is paid be less than
1-1/2 times the declared unloaded weight of the motor vehicle ef, trailer or
semi-trailer to be registered. except recreational vehicles taxed under subdivi-
sion lg. school buses taxed under subdivision 18 and wreckers defined in
section 169.01, subdivision 52. The gross weight of a wrecker is the actual
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weight of the wrecker fully equipped, but does not inclide the weight of a
wrecked or disabled vehicle towed or drawn bythe wrecker.

The gross weight of no motor vehicle e, trailer or semi-trailer shall
exceed the gross weight upon which the license tax has been | paid by more than
four percent or 1000 pounds, whichever is greater.

The gross weight of the motor vehicle oF, trailer or semi-trailer for which
such the license tax is paid shall be indicated by a distinctive character on the
license [ plate or plates except as provided in subdivision 12 and the plate or
plates shall be kept clean and clearly visible at all times.

The owner, driver, or user of a motor vehicle o, trailer or semi- trailer
upon conviction for transporting a gross welght in excess of the gross weight for
which it was registered or for operating a vehicle with an axle weight exceeding
the maximum lawful axle load weight shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and be
subject to increased registration or re-registration according to the following
schedule:

(1) The owner, driver or user of a motor vehicle or, trailer or semi-trailer
upon conviction for transporting a gross weight in excess of the gross weight for
which it is registered by more than four percent or 1000 pounds, whichever is
greater, but less than 25 percent or for operating or using a motor vehicle o,
trailer or semi-trailer with an axle weight exceeding the maximum lawful axle
load as prowded in section 46983 4 by more than four percent or 1000 pounds,
whichever is greater, but less than 25 percent, in addition to any penalty
imposed ea him for the misdemeanor shall apply to the registrar to increase the
authorized gross weight to be carried on the vehicle 10 a weight equal to or
greater than the gross weight of whieh the owner, driver, or user was convicted
of carrying, the increase computed for the balance of the calendar year on the
basis of 1/12 of the annual tax for each month remaining in the calendar year
beginning with the first day of the month in which the violation occurred. If
the additional registration tax computed upon that weight, plus the tax already
paid, amounts to more than the regular tax for the maximum gross weight
permitted for such a the vehicle under section 16983 4, that additional amount
shall nevertheless be pald into the highway fund, but the additional tax thus
paid shall not be deemed e permit the vehicle to be operated with a gross
weight in excess of the maximum legal weight as provided by section 16983 4.
Unless the owner within 30 days after sueh a conviction shali apply 10 increase
the authorized weight and pay the additional tax as herein provided in this
section, the registrar shall revoke the registration on the vehicle and demand the
return of the registration card and plates issued by him on that regisiration,

(2) The owner or driver or user of a motor vehicle oF, trailer or
semi-trailer upon conviction for transporting a gross weight in excess of the
gross weight for which the motor vehicle oF, trailer or semi-trailer was registered
by 25 percent or more, or for operating or using a vehicle or trailer with an axle
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weight exceeding the maximum lawful axle load as provided in section 16983 4
by 25 percent or more, in addition to any penalty imposed es him for the
misdemeanor, shall have the reciprocity privileges on the vehicle involved if the
same vehicle is being operated under reciprocity ecarceled cancelled by the
registrar, or if the vehicle is not being operated under reciprocity, the certificate
of registration on the vehicle so operated shall be eanceled cancelled by the
registrar and the regisirar shall demand the return of the registration certificate
and registration plates. The registrar may investigate any allegation of gross
weight violations and demand that the operator show cause why all future
operating privileges in the state should not be revoked unless the additional tax
assessed be is paid.

(3) When the registration on a motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer has
been is revoked by the registrar according to provisions of this section, sueh the
vehicle shall not be again operated on the highways of the state until it is
registered or re-registered, as the case may be, and new plates issved, and the
registration fee therefor shall be the annual tax for the total gross weight of the
vehicle at the time of violation. The re-registration pursuant to this subdivision

of any vehicle operating under reciprocity greement pursuant to section

the percemagc o[ vehicle miles traveled in IhIS state.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 169.0]1, Subdivision 46, is
amended to read:

Subd. 46. GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT. “Gross vehicle weight”
means the unloaded weight of a vehicle or the unloaded weight of a truck-trac-
tor and semi-trailer combination, ptus the weight of the load.

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 169.03, Subdivision 6, is
amended to read:

Subd. 6. The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to persons,
motor vehicles, and other equipment while actually engaged in work upon the
roadway of a highway, but shall apply to such those persons and vehicles when
traveling to or from such work, except that persons operating equipment owned
of. rented or hired by road authorities shall be exempt from the width, height
and length provisions of sections 169.80 and 169.81 and shall be exempt from
the Wﬂl&ht Ilmllatlons of this chapter whlle engaged in snow or ice removal and and

governmenta uml
Sec. 4. [169.825) WEIGHT LIMITATIONS.

Subdivision I. DEFINITIONS. The terms defined in this section shall
have the meanings given them.
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Subd. 2. GROSS WEIGHT. "Gross weight” means the weight on any
single wheel, single axle or group of consecutive axles and the gross vehicle
weight,

Subd. 3. SINGLE AXLE. “Single axle” includes ali wheels whose
centers may be included within two parallel transverse vertical planes 40 inches
apart,

Subd. 4. SINGLE WHEEL. “Single wheel” includes two or more
wheels with centers less than 48 inches apart on an axle.

Subd. 5. TIRE WIDTH. “Tire widih” means the manufacturer’s widih

Subd. 6. TRIDEM AXLES. “Tridem axles” mean three axles spaced
within 9 feet or less.

Subd. 7. VARIABLE LOAD AXLE. “Variable load axle” means any
axle which is specifically designed so that, through use of an acluating control,
the wheels may be lifted so that the wheels do not contact the road surface or

may be lowered to carry loads of varying weights when in contact with the road
surface.

Subd. 8. PNEUMATIC-TIRED VEHICLES. No vehicle or combina-
tion of vehicles equipped with pneumatic tires shall be operated upon the
highways of this state:

(a) Where the gross weight on any wheel exceeds 5,000 pounds, except
that on designated routes the gross weight on any single wheel shall not exceed

10,000 pounds;

(b) Where the gross weight on any single axle exceeds 18.000 pounds,
except that on designated routes the gross weight on any single axle shall not
exceed 20,000 pounds;

(c) Where the maximum wheel load exceeds 600 pounds per inch of tire
width or the manufacturer's recommended load, whichever is less;

(d) Where the gross wei ht on any axte of a tridem exceeds 15,000

Eo(mds, except that f‘.’f vehicles to which an additional axle has been added
prior to June 1, 1981, the maximum gross weight on any axle of a tridem shall

not exceed 16,000 poun_d_s and the gross weight of the tridem combination shall
not exceed 37,000 pounds where the first and third axies of the tridem are

(e} Where the gross weight on any group of axles exceeds the weights
permitted under this section with any or alt of the interior axles disregarded and

their gross weighis subtracted from the gross weight of all axles of the vehicle.

Changes or additions are indicated by underline, deletions by sirikeout.
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Subd. 9. VEHICLES NOT EQUIPPED WITH PNEUMATIC TIRES.
A vehicle or or combination of vehicles not equipped with pneumatic tires shall be

governed b the Erows:ons of LIE section, except that the gross welgg
limitations shal] be reduced by 40 y 40 percent.

nation of veh:cles equipped with pneumatic tires shall be operated upon the
ghwa! of this state where Ll’}_t_t total gross weight on any group of two or more
consecutwe axles of any veh1cle ot combination oi‘ vehicles exceeds 1hat given

axles of any group of up of two or more consecutive axles under consideration; the
distance between axles being measured lon ngitudinally to the nearest even foot
and when the measurement is a fraction of exactly one- -haif foot the next larges

whole number i in feet shall be used, except that when the distance between axles
1s more than three feet four mches and less than three feet six inches the

Maxlmum gross weight in.pounds on a group of

2 3 4
Distances consecutive consecutive conseculive
in feet . axles of axles of axles of
between a 2-axle a 3-axle a 4-axle
centers vehicle vehicle vehicle
of fore- or of any or of any OF any com-
most and vehicle or vehicle or bination of
rearmost combination combination vehicles
axles of of vehicles of vehicles having a
2 group having a having a total of 4

total of 2 total of 3 or more axles
or more axles or more axles

4 34,000

5 34,000

- (33,000)

6 34,000

- 36,000

7 34,000 41,500

g

%
: |

39,000) -
10 I 43,500 49,000
§4ﬁ,m§1
11 36,000 44,500 49,500
72 ] 45,000 30,000
13 . 46,000 51,000
1 36,500 31,500
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Maximum gross weight in pounds on a group of

5 6
consecutive consecutive
axles of a axles of

5-axle vehicle a combination
or any com- of vehicles
bination of having a totai
vehicies of 6 or more
anng a total axles

of 5 or more-
axles

7

consecutive
axles of

a combination
of vehicles

OF FLALes
having a total
of 7 or more

axles
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14 57,000
15 57,500
6 38,000
17 59,000
18 59,500
19 60,000
20 60,500 66,000 72,000
21 61,500 67,000 72,500
22 62,000 67,500 73,000
23 62,500 68,000 73,500
24 63,000 68,500 74,000
i £4,000 69,000 75,000
26 64,500 70,000 75,500
27 65,000 70,500 76,000
28 65,500 71,000 76,500
29 66,500 71,500 77,000
30 67,000 72,000 77,500
31 67,500 73,000 78,500
32 68,000 73,500 79,000
3 69,000 74,000 79,500
34 69,500 74,500 £0,000
35 70,000 75,000
36 70,500 76,000
37 71,500 76,500
38 72,000 77,000
39 72,500 77,500
40 73,000 78,000
41 74,000 79,000
42 74,500 79,500
43 75,000 80,000
4 75,500
45 76,500
46 77,000
47 71,500
48 78,000 d
49 79,000
50 79,500
51 80,000

The gross weights shown in parentheses in this clause are permitted only on
routes designated under section 169.832, subdivision 1.

(b) Notwithstanding any lesser weight in pounds shown in this table but
subject to the restrictions on gross vehicle weights in clause (c), two consecutive
sets of ‘tandem axles may carry a gross load of 34,000 pounds each and a

combined gross load of 68,000 pounds provided thc overall distance between
the first and last axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feel or more.

Changes or additions are indicated by underline, deletions by strikeout.
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(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 169.85, the gross vehicle
weight of all axles of a vehicle or combination of vehicles shall not exceed the

fol]owmg

) 80,000 pounds for routes designated under section 169.832, subdivi-
sion 11; and

{(2) 73,280 pounds for a__x vehicle or combmauon oi vchlclcs wnth five

and

{3) 80,000 pounds for any vehicle or combination of vehicles with six or
more axles on all routes not designated under section 169.832, subdivision Il

(d) The maximum weights specified in this subdivision for five and six
consecutive axles shall not EE yloa combination of vehicles that mcludes a

12. The gro elghl for | four or fewer consecutive axles on a combination of
vehicles excepled under thlS clause shall not exceed an y maximum wclght
specified for four or fewer consecutive axles:

tive axles shall not apply toa four axle rc;dy mix concrete iruck which was
ngEcd with : a flflh axle prior to June 1, 1, 1981. The maximum gross wetghl on
four or fewer consecutive axles of vehicles cxceptcd by this ciause shall not

exceed an ny maximum weight specified for four or fewer conseculive “axles in
this subdivision.

Subd. 11, GROSS WEIGHT SEASONAL INCREASES. (a) The
limitations provided in this section shall be increased:

(1) By ten percent from January 1 1o March 7 each winter, statewide;

(2) By ten percent from December 1 through December 31 each winter
in the zone bounded as follows: Beginning at Pigeon River in the nertheast
corner of Minnesota; thence i ina southwesterly direction along the ; the north shore
of Lake Superior along Trunk Highway No. 61 1o the junction with Trunk

nghwax No. 210, thence westerly along Trunk Highway No. 210 10 the

junction wnh Trunk Highway No. 10; thence norlhwes@z along Trunk
Highway No 10 to the Junctlon with Trunk Highway No. 359: thence
northerly along Trunk nghway No, 59 to the junction wnth Trunk | Highway
No. 2; thence westerly along Trunk F nghway No. 210 lhc junction with

Trunk Highway No. 32; thence northerly along Trunk nghway No. 2 to
lhe junction with h Trunk Highway No. 11; thence northeast along Trunk

nghwax No. 11 to the east line of Ra Range 43W to the Minnesota-Canadian

Border; thence easterly along said Border to Lake S Supcrlor,

{(b) The duration of any ien percent increase shall be subject 10 limita-
tion by order of the commissioner;

Changes or additions are indicated by underline, deletions by strikeout.
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(c) When 1he len percent increase is in effect, a permit shaii be required
for any motor vehicle, trailer, or semi- trailer combmauon that has a gross
weight in excess of 80.000 pounds and which travels on interstate routes

forth in this section are f:xed llmued or resmcted on any highway or bridge by

or Eursuam o any other other section of this ¢ hagler the lesser pross enEh as so
hxed limited o or resmcted shall not be exceeded and d shall control instead of the

gross weights set forth in this section;

(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of this subdivision, no vehicle
shall exceed a total gross vehicle weight of 80.000 1 pounds on routes which have
not bcen dcsngnaled by the commissiones pursuant to section 169.832, subdivi-
sion 11..

Subd. 12. GROSS WEIGHT REDUCTION ON RESTRICTED
ROUTES. The gross weight of any axle or group of consecutive axles of any
vehicle or combination of vehicles opcrated on a route on which a load
restriction is imposed in accordance with section 169.87 shall not exceed the the
gross weights allowed “under this section multiplied by a factor of the sxlc
weight in tons allowed on the ‘restricted route divided by nine, except lhat for
routes @gnated under 169.832, subdivision 11, on which a load restriction has
been imposed, the allowable load shall not exceed the weights ts listed for routes
not demgnalcd “under section 169.832 in the gross Welghl schedule | in this
section. The weight reductions 1mposed in % subdivision shall not apply to
total gross vehicle s vehicle weight.

Subd. 13. CONSECUTIVE AXLE WEIGHT AND NUMBER OF
AXLES. No vehicle alone nor any single vehicle of a combination of vehicles
sha]l be equ1pped wnh more th_aE four axles unless the additional axles are

permll pursuanl 1o section 169.86. No vehlcle alone nor any single vehicle of a
combination of vehicles shall exceed the posted weight hi limit for a single e vehidle.

Subd. 14. VARIABLE LOAD AXLES. A vehicle or combination of
vehlcles equippe _v.ll_ll one or more variable load axles shall have the pressure
control Ercse so that the weight carried on lhe variable load axle may not be
varied by the chalor dunng transport of of a any 1y load. The actuatmg control for
lhe axle shall function o __1 as an on and off switch. The provisions of 1hlS
subdivision d do not apply lo any y farm truck registered prior 1o July 1, I981
under section 168. 013, subdivision le, for 57,000 pounds or less or !o any

rear-loading refuse compactor vehicle.

effect an ordinance regulaling the gro welght of vehicles operated within that
city. Thts subdivision does not w 10 lrunk highways.

Changes or additlons are indicated by underline, deletions by strikeeut.
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Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 169.832, Subdivision 11, is
amended to read:

Subd. 11. DESIGNATION OF ROUTES. The commissioner may
designate any street or highway route or segment of a route to carry the gross
weights permitted under this section 4. Any designation of a route pursuant to
this subdivision, other than a trunk highway route, is subject to the approval of
the local authority having jurisdiction over the route. A route may not he
designated if the commissioner finds that designation

{(a) creates an undue hazard to traffic safety; or

(b) is inconsistent with structural capacity of the route, including consid-
eration of the volume of traffic expected to occur on the route afier designation.

Notwithstanding any finding under clause (b), the commissioner shall
designate any route which he determines is needed to provide

(i) 2 connection between significant centers of population or commerce,
or between other designated routes; or

(it) access to a transportation terminal; or

(iii) temporary emergency service to a particular shipping or receiving
point on the route.

The commissioner may undesignate any route when continued designa-
tion is inconsistent with the provisions of this subdivision, subject 10 the
approvat of any local authority having jurisdiction over the route.

Except as provided in subdivision +2; Any route designation or undesig-
nation shall be effective when propesed and adopted as a rule in accordance
with chapter 15. The commissioner shall propose the designation of undesigna-
sion of may designate or undesignate any route when requested by any local
authority having jurisdiction over the route. The commissioner shall propese
rules or amendments to rules for the purpose of route designation of undesigna-
tion only ence in any caleadar year

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 169.85, is amended 1o read:

169.85 WEIGHING; PENALTY.

Any police officer having reason 10 believe that the weight of a vehicle
and load is unlawful is autherized to require the driver to stop and The driver
of any vehicle which has been lawfully stopped may be required by a peace
offlcer to submit the vehicle and load to a welghmg of the same either by
means of portable or stationary v scales, and the peace officer may require that
such the vehicle be driven to the nearest publie available scales in the event

such the scales are within five miles. Official traffic control devices as
authorized by section 169.06 may be uwsed to direct the driver to the nearest

Changes or additions are indicated by underline, deletions by strikeeut.
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scale. When any weigh siation upon a irunk highway oF interstate highway is
open and signs giving notice of that fact are pesied in aceordance with section
of every vehicle or combination of vehicles registered for or weighing in excess
of 1000 pounds; except buses registered in this state; shall comply with the
dmee&eneﬁshes;gnsaﬂdmme%hieletewaghmgeﬂdmspmmm
weigh station When any truck weight enforcement operation is conducted by
means of portable or stationary scales and signs giving notice of the operation
are posted within the highway nght-of-way and adjacent to the r oadwax within
two miles of the operation, the driver of every ry truck or combination of vehicles
eglslered @ or welghmg in excess of 12 000 pounds, and the drlvcr of e every

ﬂc_i nsgecno T T

Upon weighing a vehicle and load, as provided abowve in this section, an
officer may require the driver to stop the vehicle in a suitable p]ace and remain
standing until a portion of the load is removed that is sufficient 1o reduce the
gross weight of the vehicle to the limit permitted under sections 16883 of
169832, whichever applies section 4. A driver may be required to unload a
vehicle only if the weighing officer determines that (a) on routes subject to the
provisions of section 16983 4, the weight on any axle exceeds the lawful gross
weight prescribed by section 169.83 4, by 2,000 pounds or more, or the weight
on any group of two or more consecutive axles in cases where the distance
between the centers of the first and last axles of the group under consideration
is ten feet or less exceeds the lawful gross weight prescribed by section $69:83 4,
by 4,000 pounds or more; or (b) on routes subjest te the provisions of seetion
469-832 designated by the commissioner in section 5, the overali weight of the
vehicle or the weight on any axle or group of consecutive axles exceeds the
maximum lawful gross weights prescribed by section 169832 4; or {c) the
weight is unlawful on any axle or group of consecutive axles on any road
restricted in accordance with section 169.87. All material so unloaded shall be
cared for by the owner or driver of such the vehicle at the risk of sueh the
owner or driver,

’

Any driver of a vehicle who fails or refuses to stop and submit the
vehicle and load to a weighing as required hesein in this section, or who fails or
refuses, when directed by an officer upon a we:ghmg of the vebicle, 1o stop the
vehicle and otherwise comply with the provisions of this section, shall be is
guilty of a misdemeanor.

Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 169.851, is amended to read:
169.851 WEIGHT RECORD.

Subdivision 1. BDEFNITION DEFINITIONS. For the purposes of
lhls section and secuons 169. 871 and 169.872, the terms defined in in subdivisions

_— e —
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Subd. 2. DOCUMENT. *“Document” includes a bill of lading, freight
bill, weight certification, or other similar document.

Subd. 3. FIRST HAUL. “First haul” means the first, continuous trans-
portation from the place of production or on farm slorag site 1o any other ‘other
location within 50 miles of the place of production or on [arm torag site.

Subd- 2- Subd. 4. RELEVANT EVIDENCE. A document evidencing
the receipt of goods issued by the person consigning the goods for shipment or
a person engaged in the business of transporting or forwarding goods, which
states a gross weight of the vehicle and load or the weight of the load when
combined with the empty weight of the vehicle that is in excess of the
prescribed maximum weight limitation permitted by this chapter is relevant
evidence that the weight of the vehicle and load is unlawful. Fhe provisions of
&hmseemnde&oiapplyte%he&r&n&penmneia&preee&sede;mf&m
products from the place of production to market provided the
constitutes the first haul of the produets: For the purposes of this section and
sections 169.871 and 169.872, a document required to be kept under section
169.872 indicating a unit of measure that, when converted to weight and
combined with the weight of the empty vehicle, indicates a gross weight in
excess of the prescribed maximum weight limitation permitted by this chapter is
relevant evidence that the weight of the vehicle and load is unlawful. The
foregoing provisions do not limit the introduction of other competent evidence
bearing upon the question of whether or not there is a violation of the
prescribed maximum weight limitations permitied by this chapter.

Subd. 5. EXCEPTION. The provisions of this section do not apply to
the first haul “of unprocessed or raw farm Eroduct and the t ranseorlanon of

raw and ‘unfinished forest producls
Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 169.86, Subdivision la, is
amended to read:

Subd. la. SEASONAL PERMITS FOR CERTAIN HAULERS. The
commissioner of transportation, upon application in writing therefor, may issue
special pemmits annually t0 any hauler of raw and unfinished forest produsts
authorizing the hauler to move vehicles or combinations of vehicles with
weights exceeding by not more than ten percent the weight limitations con-
tained in section 169-831 4, on interstate highways during the times and within
the zones specified in section 169-83; subdivision }; clause 3 4.

1a all cases where gross weighis in an amount less than those permitied
of bridge thereon by or pursuant {0 any other section of this chapier the lesser
gross weights as 5o fixed; limited or restricted shall not be exceeded and shall

Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 169.87, Subdivision 2, is
amended to read:

Changes or additions are indicated by underline, deletions by strikkeout.
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Subd. 2. SEASONAL LOAD RESTRICTIONS. Except where fe-
strictions are imposed as provided in subdivision 1; no persen shall eperaie any
vehicle or combination of vehicles upon eny county of town road during the
period between March 20 and May 15 of each year where the gross weight on
any single axle; as defined in Minnesota Statutes 1945, Seciion 169-33; exceeds
te malking repairs to its plant or equipment; provided; however, that this
provision shall not apply to reads paved with cement concrete: Subdivisien 2
shall apply only to couniy and town roads located westerly and southerly of the
following described line: beginning at a point on the seuth shore of Lake of the
Weods; thence seutherly along the Westerly borders of Lake of the Woods and
Belirami counties to the intersection with State Trunk Highway Ne: Z; thence
easterly and southeasterly along State Trunk Highway Ne: 2 to Duluth From
March 20 10 May 15 of cach year, the weight on any single axle shall not

provided in subdivision 1. The gross weight on consecutive axles shall not

exceed the gross weight allowed in section 4 of. this act multiplied by a factor of

five divided by nine. This reduction shall not apply to the gross vehicle weight.

Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 169.871, is amended to read:
169.871 CIVIL PENALTY.

Subdivision 1. The owner or lessee of a vehicle that is operated with a
gross weight in excess of a weight limit imposed under sections 169-83 4 and
169.832 1o 169.87 of a shipper who ships or tenders goods for shipment in a
single truck or combination vehicle that exceeds a weight limit imposed under
sections $69-83 4 and 169.832 to 169.87 is liable for a civil penalty as follows:

(a) If the total gross excess weight is not more than 2;600 3,000 pounds,
one cent per pound for each pound in excess of the legal limit;

(b) If the total gross excess weight is more than 2;000 3,000 pounds but
not more than 3,000 4,000 pounds, five cents per pound for each pound in
excess of the legal limit; :

{c) If the total gross excess weight is more than 3,000 4,000 pounds but
not meore than 5600 6,000 pounds, 15 cents per pound for each pound in excess
of the legal limit; or

{(d) If the total gross excess weight is more than 5000 6,000 pounds, 30
cents per pound for each pound in excess of the legal limit.

shall be disposed of as provided in section 299D-03; subdivision 5; with the
tay I the violation occurs in the county; the remaining five-vighths chall
be erediied to the higshway user tax distribution fund:
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the offense; and a plea of not guilty is entereds the remainiag
ane-third shall be paid to the highway user tax distribution fund:

Any Benaltx mposed upon a defendant under this section shall not
exceed the maximum penalty prcscnbed by this subdivision. Any fine paid by
the defendant in a criminal overweight action that arose from the same
ovcrwelg_ t violation shal] be apphcd toward payment of the c1v1l Eenallz A

lhc same or separate proceedmL

Subd 2. JURISDICTION. Notwithstanding the provisions of sec-
tions 487.15, 488A.01 and 488A.18, the county and mumc1pal courts may vy hear,
try and and determine actions commenced under lhls scct:on Trials under this

this section ion shall, if possible, be be conducted at lhe same tlme as pre-trial motions
or lnal:s in the criminal prosecution under sections 169.81 1o 169.87, if any,
subject to the agreement of the defendant.

Subd. 3. APPEARANCES. Notwithstanding the provisions of section
8.01, county or city auorneys shall appear for 5_135 slale in civil actions
commenced under this section.

Subd. 4. VENUE. Civil actions under this section may be commenced
in any county in which the vehicle was toaded, unloaded or operated in
violation of subdivision 1 unless there i is agreemenl that the action may be ul'.g
in another county or municipali_ll

Subd. 5. FINES. Any penalty imposed and fines collected pursuant
to this section ' shall be disposed of as provided in section 299D.03, subdivision
5, wlth the followmg exceptions:

() If the violation occurs in the county, the remaining five-eighths shall
be credited - to lhe highway user tax distribution fu fund.

(b) If the violation occurs within the municipality, and the city atlorney
appears in the action, the remaining one-third shall be paid to the highway user
tax distribution fund.

Subd. 6. COSTS AND DISBURSEMENTS. The prevailing party in

any action commenced under this section shall be entitled 1o reasonable costs
incurred in the action.

Sec. 11. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 169.872, is amended to read:
169.872 RECEIPT OF CERTAIN OVERWEIGHT LOADS.

Subdivision 1. RECORD KEEPING. A person who weighs goods
before or after unloading or a person who loads or unioads goods on the basis
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of liquid volume measure shall keep a written record of the origin, weight and
composition of each shipment, the date of loading or receipt, the name and

of vehicles, and the registralion number of the power unit or some other means
of identification by which the shipment was transporied. The record shall be
retained for 30 days and shall be open 1o inspection and copying by a state law
enforcement officer or motor transport representative or a peace officer as
defined in section 626.84, subdivision 1, clause (c), excepl state conservation
officers, upon demand. For informational purposes only if inspection indicates
excess weight of 3,000 pounds or more, the inspecting officer shall notify,
within 30 days of inspection of the record, the person who consigned the goods
for shipment. No search warrant is required to inspect or copy the record.
This subdivision does not apply to a person weighing goods who is not involved
in the shipping, receiving and transporting of those goods. This subdivision
alse does not apply; at any time during the year, o a person whe weighs a
commaodity for which a weight variance is permilied under section 169-83;
subdivision }; clause 3

Subd. 2. EVIDENCE. Except for records relating to the loading and

transportation of raw and unfinished forest prai—ucts, a record kept and
maintained as prom in subdivision 1 that shows that a vehicle has exceeded
a gross weight limit imposed by this chapter is relevant evidence of a violation
of this chapter. The foregoing provisions do not limit the introduction of other
competent evidence bearing upon the question of whether or not there is a
viclation of the prescribed maximum weight limitation permiued by this
chapter. . :

Subd. 3. PENALTY. A person who fails’ to keep anrd, maintain, or
open for inspection and copying, those documents as required in subdivision 1
is subjest to 2 civil penalty of not 1o exceed $500 for each viclation: A eivil
penalty imposed and colleated pursuant to this subdivision shall be eredited to
the highway user tax distribution fund of the state guilty of a misdemeanor. A
person who does not accuraely record the information required to be con-
tained in those documents required in subdivision | is guilty of a misdemeanor.

Sec. 12. REPEALER.

Minnesota Statutes 1980, Sections 169.83; 169.832, Subdivisions 1,
4,5 6,7, 89 10and 12; and 169.834, are repealed.

2.3,

enaciment; section 4, subdivision 14, is effective January 1, 1982.

Approved May 29, 1981
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