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GENERAL LAWS -

MINNESOTA,

PASSED AND APPROVED AT THE NINETEENTH SESSION OF THE
LEGISLATURE, COMMENCING' JANUARY BECOND, ONE THOU-
BAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-BEVEN, AND TEEMI-
NATING MARCH SECOND, ONE THOUSAND EIGHT EUNDRED
AND SEVENTY-SEVEN. ' :

CHAPTER 1.

o

AN ACT PROPOSING AMENDMENTS, TO ARTICLES FOUR (4)
AND FIVE (5) OF THE CONSTITUTION, PROVIDING FOR
BIENNIAL SESSIONS OF THE LEGISLATURE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesola :

SecrroN 1. The following amendments to the constitu-
tion are hereby proposed for publication and approval or
rejection by the people, in accordance with section one (1),
article fourteen (14), of the constitution, that is to say,
first, that section one (1) of article four (4} of the constitu-
tion be amended 80 a3 to read as follows: - .

Section 1. The Legislature of the State shall consist of Lexis

a Senate and House of Representatives, who shall meet bi-

ennially at the seat of Government of the State, at such time

as shall be prescribed by law; but no session shall exceed the

term of sixty days. .t - '
SEkc. 2. That the following amendment to section twenty-

four (24) of article four (4) of the constitution be proposed,

that is to say, that said section twenty-four (24) of said arti-
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cle four (4) of the constitution be amended, 3o as to read as
folows

Sec. 24. The senators shall be chosen by single districts
of convenient contiguous territory, at the same time that
members of the House of LRepresentatives are required to be
chosen, and in the same manner; and no representative
district shall be divided in the formation of a senate district.
The sénute district shall be numbered in a regular series.
The terms of office of senators and representatives shall he
the same as now prescribed by law, until the general election
in the year one t-llmusand eight hundred and seventy-eight
(1878), at whieh time there shull be an entire new election of
all the senators and representatives. Representatives chosen
at such election, or at any election thereafter, shall hold their
office for the term of two years, except it be to fill a vacancy,

~and the senators chosen at such election by districts desig-

nated as odd numbers, shull go out of office at the expiration
of the second year, and senators chosen by districts desig-
nuted by even numbers, shall go out of office at the expira-
tion of the fourth year; aud thereafter senators shall be
chosen for four years, except there shall be an entire new
election of all the senators at the election of representatives
nez;t ]succeeding each mew apportionment provided for in this
article.

Sec. 3. Thal the following amendment to section two (2)
of article five (5) of the coustitution be proposed, that ia
to say, that said section two (2) of article five (5) of the con- .
stifution be amended so as to read as follows: |

Sec. 2. The returns of every election for the officers
named in the foregoing section, shall be niade to the Secre-
tary of State, who shall call to his assistance two or more of
the julges of the supreme court, and two disinterested
judges of the district eourts of the Stute, who shall consti-
tute a hoard of canvassers, who shall open and canvass said
returng, and declare the result within three (3) days after

‘such canvass.

$Sec. 4. These proposed amendments shall be submitted to
the people for their approval or rejection, at the general elee-
tion for the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven
(1877), and each of the legal voters of the State, in their
respective districts, may at such election vote by ballot for
or againgt such umendinents, and the returns ibereof shull [be]
made and certified, and such votes canvassed and the result
thereof declared in the manuer provided Ly law for return.
ing, certifying and cauvassing votes at general elections for

. State officers, and declaring the result therecf; and if it

.shall appear therefrom that a majority of voters present and

voting at such elections upon such amendment or amend-
mei: ts, shull have voted in fuvor of the same, or either of
them, then within three (8) duys after that result shall have
been ascertained and declured, the Governor shall make pro-
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clamation thereof, and such amendment or amendments as
shall have received a majority of the votes afurcsaid, shall
thereupon take effect and be in force as a part of the consti-
ution, : )

Sgc. 5. The voters voting in favor of such amendment Toamend reo.
to section one (1) of article four (4) at said election, shall for Larticled
have written or printed, or partly written and partly printed
upon their ballots at said election, the following words:
‘“Amendment to section one of article four ot the constita-
tion, providing for biennial sessions of the Legisluture—
Yes;* and the ballots used at snch election by those voting
against such amendment to section one (i) of article four
(4) of the constitution, shiall have written or printed, or
fgrtly wrinted and partly printed dpon their ballots, the fol.

wing words : ‘*Amendnient to section one of article four-
of the constitution, providiug for biennial sessiens of the
Legislature—No.”

Sec. 8. The voters voting in favor of such amendmentto
‘Rection twenty-four (24) of article four (4) at said section shall tion 24, art, 4.
have written or printed, or partly writtencand partly printed ‘
upon their ballots at said election, the following words:
““Amendment to section twenty-four, article four, of the
¢ounstitution, preparatory for biennial sessions of, the Legisla-
ture—Yes ;” and the ballots used at said election by those
voting against such amendment to section twenty-four (24),
article four (4), of the constitution, shall have written or
f)rinted, or partly written and partly printed upon their bal-

ots, the following words: ‘‘Amendment to section twenty-
four, article four, of the constitution, preparatory for bien-
Jhial sessions of the Legislature—No.” ,

"SE¢. 7. The voters voting in fuvor of such amendment to To amend seo-
section two (2) of article five (5) at said election, shall have tion % articled,
written or printed, or parly written and partly printed upon:
their ballots at said election, the following words: ‘‘Amend.-
ment to seetion two of article five of the constitution, pre-
paratory for biennial sessions of the Legislature—Yes ;" and
the ballots used at said election by those voting against such -
amendment to section two'(2) of article five (5) of the con-
‘stitution, shall have written or printed, or partly written and
partly printed upon their ballots, the following words:’
““Amendment to section two of article five of the consti- ¢
tuti9n, preparatory for biennial sessions of the Legislature—

0.”

Sec. 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from Whes sot te
and after its passage. ' take effoot.

Approved Mareh 5, 1877,



